THE TRUMPET
Alliance of Filipino Catholic Charismatic Prayer Communities
www.afccpc.org

“...out of the darkness into His wonderful light (1 Peter 2: 9)

AUGUST 2006

Article and photos by Teresa M. Gerlinger
The 2nd East Atlantic Regional Conference of the Alliance
of Filipino Catholic Charismatic Prayer Communities
(AFCCPC) was held at the Hilton East Brunswick Hotel in
East Brunswick NJ on July 7, 8 & 9, 2006, sponsored by the
East Atlantic Region and chaired by Bro. Mario and Sis.
Purita Vazquez.
The conference opened Friday night with a lively Praise and
Worship, led by the Filipino Pastoral Music Ministry
Diocese of Brooklyn and Queens, New York. This was followed by Holy Mass, with Fr. Ed Abano as main celebrant
and liturgical music provided by the El Shaddai Catholic
Charismatic Music Ministry of Washington, D.C. At the
closing of the Mass, Sis. Kristin Taylor offered a heartmoving Eucharistic song, followed by a
lovely liturgical dance by Sis. Virgie Alvarez.
At around 8:30 P.M., a spirit-lifting, heart-warming Festi-

Festival of Praise participants: Above, the Pastoral Music Ministry Diocese of
Brooklyn & Queens. Below, the Light of Christ of St. Nicholas de Tolentino Church,

The assembly: singing praises unto the Lord
val of Praise was held, ushered in by a Parade of Banners
and closing with a candle light ceremony. Hosted by Deacon
Cesar Sarmiento and Sis. Susan Quinola, the festival was
participated by the Filipino Pastoral Music Ministry Diocese
of Brooklyn and Queens, NY; Mary, Queen of Peace
Music Ministry of Howell, NJ; Fr. Joe Cadusale; the Light of
Christ of St. Nicholas de Tolentine Church, Jamaica, NY;
Sis. Kristin Taylor; El Shaddai Catholic Charismatic Music
Ministry of Washington D.C., and Bro. Mark Nimo.
The following day, Saturday, a rousing early morning Praise
and Worship was led by the Filipino Pastoral Music Ministry
Diocese of Brooklyn and Queens, New York and Mary, the
Mother of the Divine Healer group.
At different times all throughout Saturday, the following
music ministries provided magnificent praising songs: El
Shaddai Music Ministry of the Most Precious Blood Church
of Long Island City, NY; the Light of Christ of St. Nicholas
de Tolentine Church, Jamaica, NY; El Shaddai Catholic
Charismatic Music Ministry of Washington D.C; San Sebastian Music Ministry of Woodside, NY; and Mary Queen of
Peace Music Ministry of Howell, NJ. During most of the
events on Saturday, Bro. Amerito Gerodias served as prayer
leader and master of ceremonies.

2
The uplifting Spirit-led talks throughout Saturday were the
following: “Come to Me To Receive the Living
Waters” by Fr. Leonardo Polinar; “ Come to Me and I
Will Heal Your Shame and Guilt” by Sis. Linda Schubert;
“Come to Me, And I Will Make You Fishers of Men” by
Fr. Bill Halbing; and “Come to Me and Receive the Power
to Defeat the Enemy” by Bro. Bob Canton.
At 11:30 A.M. there was Holy Mass, with Fr. Bill
Halbing as main celebrant. The liturgical music was superbly presented by the by the I Am Who Am Band of
New York City and Sis. Kristin Taylor. The liturgy ended
with a lovely dance performed by Sis. Bing Custodio and
Sis. Cookie Fernandez.

The El Shaddia Music Ministry of the Most Precious Blood Church of Long Island
City, NY, was one of the ministries who served the Lord in song and praise.

On Sunday, the last day of the conference, the early Praise
and Worship was ably led by the Filipino Pastoral Music
Ministry Diocese of Brooklyn and Queens, New York and
Mary, Mother of the Divine Healer group.
All the exhilarating praise songs for the day were led by
the El Shaddia Music Ministry of the Most Precious Blood
Church of Long Island City, NY; the Light of Christ Music Ministry of St. Nicholas de Tolentine Church, Jamaica,
NY; and the Filipino Pastoral Team Music Ministry of the
Diocese of Brooklyn and Queens. Sis.Cynthia Custodio
served as master of ceremonies.
The highly anointed conference talks on Sunday were the
following: “Come to Me And Be My Kingdom Builders”
by Bro. Jim Murphy; “Come to Me, Those Who Seek Me
With All of Your Heart” by Bro. Mark Nimo; “Come To
Me and Be A Witness of My Everlasting Love” by Sis
Linda Schubert; and “Come to Me And Be My Disciples”
by Fr. Leonardo Polinar.

Fr. Bill Halbing, main celebrant of the Holy Mass on Saturday

In the evening, a procession in honor of the Virgin Mary
was held, with awe-inspiring music provided by Sis.
Kristin Taylor and the Mary Queen of Peace Music
Ministry of Howell, NJ.

Sunday’s highlight was Holy Mass, with Bishop Paul
Bootkoski of Metuchen, as main celebrant. Beautiful,
heart-felt liturgical music and dance were
provided by the Filipino Pastoral Team Music Ministry
of the Diocese of Brooklyn and Queens.

The finale of Saturday evening was a healing crusade, led
by Bro. Bob. Canton, where there was a powerful manifesting of God’s glory in the healing of the people in the
assembly. (See page 9)

At the end of the conference, the closing remarks were
given by Bro. Bob Canton, AFCCPC national coordinator,
followed by Sis Purita Vazquez, chairperson of the spiritfilled AFCCPC East Atlantic Regional conference.

Bro. Bob Canton laying hands on the people during the healing crusade.
During the Offertory, Bishop Paul Bootskoski and the concelebrating priests,
blessed the gift baskets and all the offerings presented to the Lord at His altar.
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Oath-taking led by Fr Ed Abano for new AFCCPC appointments at the end of Holy Mass on Saturday. From
left: Bro. Oggie & Sis. Ceres Ojeda, East Atlantic Regional Coordinator; Sis. Tonette & Bro. Butch Nunez,
East Atlantic Regional Music Director; Sis.Linda Moreno, AFCCPC chairperson for Special Events, and Dey
Pinzon, chairperson of the Intercession Ministry of the West Coast. Right photo: Sis. Luchie Santiago taking
her oath as AFCCPC Assistant National Secretary at the end of Holy Mass on Sunday.

The Youth had their own separate conference in a
room across from their elders.

Kristin Taylor, one of the on-fire speakers for the Youth conference, singing awe-inspiring songs to Jesus and Mary during the
Festival of Praises, all three Masses and during the Marian procession .

Some of the conference coordinators: Sis. Patty
Isaac, Sis. Luchie Santiago, Sis. Linda Moreno and
Sis. Lisa Jablonski.

Some
members of
the Registration Ministry

AFCCPC National Coordinator,
Bro. Bob Canton; conference
speaker, Bro. Jim Murphy, Sis Ging
Mangaliman, 2007 AFCCPC National Convention chairperson; Sis
Patti Isaac, adult conference coordinator and program coordinator; Sis
Purita Vazquez, 2nd East Atlantic
Conference chairperson.
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Nine teachings given during the 2nd East Atlantic Regional Conference

Article and photos by Teresa Misa Gerlinger
The AFCCPC 2nd East Atlantic Regional Conference held
on July 7, 8 & 9, 2006 in East Brunswick NJ, was a very
special conference. The focus was almost entirely on the
Word of God, through the anointing of the Spirit-filled
speakers. The theme of the conference, “Come to Me, all of
you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you
rest” (Mat 11:28), formed a panoramic backdrop to the
whole conference. One by one — in teachings that instructed, challenged, and captured hearts and souls — each
speaker wove a multi-colored pattern onto the magnificent
tapestry of God’s Word.
1. “Come to Me and Receive the Living Waters”
This was the first talk on Saturday morning, given by Fr.
Leonardo Polinar, a diocesan priest from Bohol, Philippines
and founder of PACEM foundation, a Charismatic seminary
and ministry.
“The Lord wants us to be a powerful people and so He gave
us the Living Waters,” Fr. Polinar said. The Holy Spirit is
the Living Waters, he explained.
Citing Matthew 24:49, when Jesus commanded his disciples
to stay in Jerusalem until they would be “clothed with
power on high,” Fr. Polinar gave us pointers on how to receive the Living Waters of the Holy Spirit.
First, we must acknowledge Jesus as He is. “Jesus is God.
Jesus is Saviour. Jesus is King,” Fr. Polinar declared. In
accepting Jesus, we must live this by conversion, a change
of heart and values, by defining our priorities and finally
living our lives according to the will of the Father.
“Be surrendered completely to Jesus. Jesus will give you the
Holy Spirit when you are surrendered,” Fr. Leonardo Polinar said.
2. “Come to Me and I will Heal Your Shame and Guilt”
This was the Saturday talk by Sis. Linda Schubert, a world
renowned Charismatic preacher and
writer. She started by saying that God
desires truth. Citing Psalm 51:6, she
continued, “This is the Truth that
heals.”
“The Holy Spirit is helping us come
to Jesus in a whole new level of deep
personal honesty which uproots the
lies which we have allowed in our
hearts.” Sis. Linda said, and in her

inimitable gentle but emphatic tone, she said. “No truth is
more real as the Person who is our truth, Jesus Christ.”
Sis. Linda said that God is continually seeking to conform
us to His image. “We are His temple and the Holy Spirit.
With our cooperation, He is cleansing the temple to make
more room for our Holy God.”
Sis. Linda called this the “precious, intimate, sovereign,
holy work” that God is doing in us. She alluded to a mellow time she experienced by the sea when the words of
Ezekiel 36:23 flooded her soul “I will show myself holy
through you.”
For God’s holiness to be seen through us, He will first
purify us, if we let Him, she continued, citing Ezekiel
36:26-27: “A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I
will put within you; and I will take out of your flesh the
heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh..”
Sis. Linda continued on to the Ezekiel 37, which talks
about the valley of dry bones. She called these the
“skeletons of unfulfilled and unresolved issues buried
alive.” Unless they are surrendered to God, she said, they
will build up into a critical danger zone” inside us and
cause us to go astray.
We need to make a “true confession” and where there is
pain and betrayal, we ask the Holy Spirit to come in for
His healing and for the grace of forgiveness. God will
protect our wounded hearts. We need to surrender all our
unfulfilled longings and frustrations to God, she pointed
out.
God wants to remind us that our main purpose in life is to
worship Him. There comes a point, Sis. Linda Schubert
said, when we simply should just “lay it all down” and
begin to praise Him.
3. “Come to Me and Receive the Power to Defeat the
Enemy”
Continuing in the flow of the call to come to Jesus, Bro.
Bob Canton, national coordinator of AFCCPC and renowned healer and Catholic evangelist, spoke about how
to overcome the obstacles of evil.
“The devil exists,” he pointed out, citing Ephesians 6: 12:
“For we are not contending against flesh and blood, but
against the principalities, against the powers, against the
world rulers of this present darkness, against the spiritual
hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.”
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Satan is a liar and a murderer, he said, referring to Peter
2:8-9 which describes him as a “roaring lion”, ready at all
times to wreak havoc on the world.
How do we fight the evil one? Bro. Bob asked. The best
offence, he said, is to be “girded in truth”, which is Jesus.
He explained at length what it means to wear the armor of
God and stand in battle with the “gospel of
peace” ( Ephesians 6:12-17).
The scriptures show that Jesus has triumphed over Satan,
he said., and the Lord has shown us the ways to fight the
onslaught of the evil one, as stated in Ephesians 6:13.
Bro. Bob gave some examples of the entry points of the
devil: involvement in the occult (Lev 19-17-31), unforgiveness, bitterness, anger and hatred. Bro. Bob explained that just as there are fruits of the Holy Spirit, so
are there fruits of the devil that can manifest in us, such
as immorality, impurity, pride, etc.
But we do not have to be afraid; we just have to be careful, Bro. Bob Canton said, “ Jesus gives us our helmet of
salvation.. “The Word of God is our protection.”
4. “Come to Me and I will Make You Fishers of Men”
This was the next talk, given by Fr. Bill Halbing, renowned Scripture scholar, preacher and St. Antoninus
Pastor in Newark NJ.
To prepare for the harvest as fishers of men, Fr. Bill
pointed to James 5:7-12: “ Be patient, therefore, brethren,
until the coming of the Lord. Behold, the farmer waits for
the precious fruit of the earth, being patient over it until it
receives the early and the late rain. You also be patient.
Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at
hand…”
Fr. Bill explained that the essence of patience in Greek
means “set yourself up for extra time.” To evangelize the
world, beginning with our families, we need this kind of
patience. God gives us everything we need to plant the
seeds, he said. We have divine seed, as Isaiah 55: 11-12
points out: “For as the rain and the snow come down
from heaven, and return not thither but water the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower
and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes forth
from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it
shall accomplish that which I purpose, and prosper in the
thing for which I sent it.”
Fr. Bill said: “Do all that is possible, because God does
the impossible with your possible... While we wait patiently, God is strengthening our hearts. The longer the
wait, the greater the harvest.”
Fr. Bill pointed out how we can be strengthened on the
inside: first, we need to be ministered by somebody else;
we need to shepherd one another; secondly, we need the
gifts of the Holy Spirit so that the Lord can use us;

thirdly, we need the prayers of the saints, our fellow believers.
Not only do we need to know the essence of patience but also the
example of patience in the scriptures, as epitomized by Job, who
persevered in the face of seemingly insurmountable problems.
We need to know our defense, because when we are called to do
something by God, we are setting ourselves up to be knocked
down by the world, Fr. Bill said. This is where patience and deliverance will come in
. “And when God does show up,” Fr. Bill Halbing said, “He will
take you out of the valley and put you on top of the mountain.
When you are up there, you will see God like you never see before. You will see the ends of the earth, a brand new view of everything, a new view of God. When God puts you on the top, then
the harvest is coming. You will never be the same again.”
5. “Come to Me and Experience the Miraculous in my Name”
This was the talk given by Bro. Bob Canton, serving as the
introduction to the a healing crusade which he led for
several hours that Saturday night.
Bro. Bob opened his talk with Luke 4:17-19, wherein Jesus, after
having after having spent 40 days in the wilderness, came to
Galilee and said: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he
has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me
to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to the
blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed”
Bro. Bob explained, “Jesus was fully man and fully God when He
received the anointing from the Holy Spirit. In His humanity He
had to rely on the anointing of the Holy Spirit to do God’s work.”
In the same way, when God calls to do a certain ministry, He
provides us with the anointing and ability to do this work, Bro.
Bob said. “This anointing, which is real, tangible and transferable, is the presence and power of God manifest,” he said.
Bro. Bob pointed out that a great deal of Jesus’ ministry was
spent in healing the sick, but this did not stop there. Jesus wants
us to continue this ministry, as He Himself says in John 14:
"Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in me will also do the
works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because
I go to the Father.”
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The amazing testimonies of
Dr. Ed Tinio who was healed of
blindness (left) and Sis. Weng
Yaptangco who was healed of
kidney stones (right)

At this point, Bro. Bob called on Ed Tinio, a medical doctor,
to give a powerful testimony on how the Lord healed him of
blindness (retinal vein occlusion) after Bro. Bob prayed over
him by telephone. Bro. Bob also invited Weng Yaptengco to
give a witness on the Lord’s healing of her kidney stones
during Bro. Bob’s recent healing rally in Jersey City. Both
these healings were medically documented by ultra sound,
scans, and various tests.
Bro. Bob’s message was clear: we are all called to do miracles for the Lord and in His name. To respond to this call,
the first thing we must do is to have Jesus at the center of our
lives. “To be filled with the Holy Spirit is to be filled with
Jesus,” he said.
Then we must let the Word of God dwell within us. We must
study the words in the Bible and live them. And when we
pray for healing, we must apply the words in the Scriptures
to the healing needed.
To illustrate this, he said that recently, in Charlotte, North
Carolina, he prayed over a lady who had suffered a massive
stroke and who was in a wheelchair. His prayer was: “ Lord,
do to this lady what You did to the lame. Do to this lady
what you did to the sick in Jerusalem. By faith Lord, I apply
your healing touch unto this lady….” With this, the lady was
healed and she stood up and walked for the first time in
seven years. Bro. Bob said that people told him later that
they felt the strong presence of the Holy Spirit permeating
the church where God’s healing occurred.
Bro. Bob explained that we are not to look at the person who
is sick and feel sorry for him/her, but we are to “seek for the
glory of God to be manifested in this person.”
It is easy because it is God’s work anyway, he explained.
“All you have to do is pray, ask the Lord, seek His glory, and
obey the prompting of the Holy Spirit.”
At this time, Bro. Bob asked everyone to pray his Healing
and Keeping prayer which had been distributed to everyone.
This led to a healing song, during which time, a man named
Peter, who had suffered a massive stroke and who was sitting
in a wheelchair in the front row stood up for the first time in
five years and started walking with the help of two men. At
the same time, another man, Gabriel, who one year ago, had

Left: Peter got out of
his wheelchair, and
right: Gabriel walked
without his cane.

been clinically dead and in a coma due also to a massive
stroke, and now had difficulty walking without a cane, also
got up and started to walk and dance around the room without the cane.
At a certain point, Bro. Bob said that in his spirit he saw
someone’s tumor disappearing behind the ear as the Lord
was sovereighnly removing
it. Sis. Aurea from NJ
claimed the honor of God’s
work and came up to testify
that her tumor which she
had had for severl months
behind her ear had disappeared right then and there.
I did not even have to touch
As Bro. Terry testified that he was healed of his
you.” Bro. Bob said. “ It was hearing problem, he gave Jesus all the glory.
Jesus who touched you. Jesus is the healer. Praise God if you are healed and praise God
also if you had not been healed.”
Next, he called those who were hearing impaired and a group
came up the stage. After praying over them, Bro. Bob tested
each one’s hearing by removing their hearing aids. He then
stood behind each person and asked him/her questions. Turn
by turn, each one happily responded to Bro. Bob’s voice,
obviously able to hear him without their hearing aids.
At the end of the talk/healing crusade, Bro. Bob invited
those who were part of healing ministries to come up front
with him, to lay hands on the people and manifest God’s
most loving and merciful touch .
6. “Come To Me And Be My Kingdom Builders”
This power-packed teaching was the first talk on Sunday
morning, July 9, given by Bro. Jim Murphy. founder and
president of Vera Cruz Communications, and worldrenowned charismatic leader and speaker.
Bro. Jim Murphy started by describing life in paradise as
depicted in Genesis, where we had a perfect relationship with
God. We were naked before God because there was no need
to protect ourselves, he said. Then Bro. Jim Murphy tied this
up with Revelations 21:1-4, the end of time, “I saw a new
heaven and a new earth…:
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Where is the Kingdom of
God?” He asked
Jesus said in Mark 1:1415, “The Kingdom of
God is at hand,” but
other passages in the
bible refer to this kingdom in terms of the future. Bro. Jim called this
Bro. Jim Murphy
a mystery and a paradox.
He pointed out that during Holy Mass, “Heaven comes down
literally. God is present.”
Jesus promises that wherever there are two or three gathered
in His name, He would be present right there (Mat 18:20).
“Where there is Jesus, there is the Kingdom,” Bro. Jim said.
When we are baptized in the Holy Spirit, the Kingdom of
God is revealed to us. He pointed out that David first built the
kingdom with stones and created liturgy and eventually his
father Solomon built the temple. The apostles too were
Kingdom builders, so were saints like Francis of Assisi, he
said. In the same way, as believers, we are called to build the
Kingdom of God, he said.
Bro. Jim Murphy gave four powerful points in Kingdom
building: First is the gift of vision. “The inner knowing that
captures your mind and heart.”
The second quality of kingdom building is the issue of discernment. Bro. Jim explained that God gives us a blueprint
to follow in building his Kingdom. But we need discernment
to know whose kingdom we are building—“it is God’s or
mine?” Bro. Jim pointed out that we can be doing something
good but we can also be wasting our time “being very good at
the wrong thing.”
The third quality of kingdom building is the quality of courage. He explained this as the determination to pursue the
vision even when others are against us. It is part of the human condition for people to want to put down one another
and often, in the face of opposition, we tend to “play it safe.”
It requires courage to persist, he said.
The fourth quality of kingdom building is the gift of patience.
Bro. Jim pointed out that it usually takes a long time to build
anything
We must be patient with the plan of God. “Many times God’s
plan has a way of working out in a way we don’t understand.” He said.
We must be patient with the human race. There is a weakness
in our human nature because of original sin, he explained.
“Jesus was a man of great patience.” We need to be merciful
like Jesus. And we must be patient with ourselves, he said,
citing Jesus’ command for us to love our neighbors as we
love ourselves.

The fifth quality needed in kingdom building is sacrifice.
“To build the Kingdom of God will cost you everything,”
Bro. Jim said.
Bro. Jim went on to expound on the four things we can do
to help bring about the Kingdom of God.
First is proclaiming the Word of God. There is creative
power in the word, he explained. We need to proclaim
Christ, peace, love and joy, he said, and how we do it is
important. There is a difference between proclaiming the
Word and just talking about it.
The second way we can help bring about the Kingdom is
by doing the work of God. “Be open to the signs and
wonders, the actions of mercy and justice.” Bro. Jim said.
The third way we can help in the coming of the Kingdom
is by being rooted in holiness. “As Christ-bearers, the
Kingdom of God is within us.” He said.
The fourth way that the Lord can use us to help bring the
Kingdom is by intercessory prayer and by praise and worship.
In ending, Bro. Jim Murphy said that all the pointers he
brought up cannot be done on our own efforts. “We need
to humble ourselves and come before the Lord and say,
Lord, if you want to use me, I am here. I am offering you
my weak self. Take over!”
7. “Come To Me, Those Who Seek Me With All of
Your Heart.”
This talk by Bro. Mark
Kwaku Nimo, a dymamic
preacher,
missionary and international
charismatic leader from
Ghana, tied in succinctly
with the previous talk by
Bro. Jim Murphy.
Bro. Mark opened with
Bro. Mark Nimo
Isaiah 55:
6-12: “Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon
him while he is near…”
Connecting this with the Matthew 11:28 conference
theme: “Come to Me,” Bro. Mark said that the call of
Jesus is all-inclusive. We are all invited to the Kingdom.
Bro. Mark pointed out that when we respond to Jesus, we
must do this with passion, seek Him on His terms and
fully surrender to Him. He shared his own heart-tugging
testimony of how a confusing and chaotic situation in his
life when he was 20 years old became his source of powerful conversion and call to serve the Lord.
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8. “Come To Me and Be a Witness of
My Everlasting Love”
This was the second conference talk by
Sis. Linda Schubert, again tying in beautifully with the previous talks.

Sis. Linda Schubert

Sis. Linda started by telling us about her
encounter with a man in Budapest who
wanted to be prayed over. When she asked

what for, he replied, “I want God to wake up my heart!”
Then addressing the assembly she said, “I pray for that love
anointing from our Father that will break down every barrier,
take down all the walls, and will release in us a new vitality
… and wake up our hearts.”
Regarding the love anointing from God, Sis. Linda said that
the first thing to do is to ask the Lord for a remembrance of
that love that the He has given us. God’s Word takes us right
to this, she said, citing some examples: Isaiah 49:16,
Jeremiah 31, John 3:16, Romans 5, Ephesians 2, Romans
8:35,Ezekiel 36, and Isaiah 11.
“Let the Lord live His life in us. Trust God’s love in all circumstances. Love is God’s breakthrough force,” she said.
“First we remember,” she said, “and then we respond.”
We are not called to do this alone, but to cooperate with the
Holy Spirit. When God wants us to something, she said, He
releases the grace to do it.
Sis Linda gave a personal testimony on how, on three separate
occasions, the Lord made his love for her manifest, at difficult
moments when she was faced with self-doubt and fear.
The first one took place when she had questioned the Lord
about getting a financial blessing that would make her selfsupporting. God told her in an audible voice: “I will give this
to you if you will use this freedom to honor Me.”

“The truth will set us free, and will allow us to open ourselves to the love work of the Holy Spirit and will grow
daily in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ,”
she said.
She pointed out that our Father God is sending us a love
call. “Salvation is a safe return to Him, the restoration to
God’s purpose for us,” Sis. Linda Schubert said.
9. “Come to Me and Be My Disciples”
This talk, given by Fr. Leonardo
Polina, was a hands-on application of what it means to be a
true disciple of Christ. Fr. Polinar pointed out that for us to
follow Jesus, we must first
know Him. As a case in point,
he said that if we wanted to
emulate a leader in the world
whom we admired, we would

Fr. Leornardo Polinar

make it a point to know everything about that person—what
he is thinking, his likes and dislikes, etc, so that we could
imitate him and be more like him. In the same way, we
must have the burning desire to know and follow Jesus, he
said.
To do this, the first requirement is to deny ourselves, as in
Mark 8: 34: “If any man would come after me, let him
deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.”
Secondly, this means following the will of the Father, as in
John 4:34 when Jesus said, "My food is to do the will of
him who sent me, and to accomplish his work.”
If we want to grow closer to Jesus, we must be attentive to
Him, he said. This means spending regular quiet time with
Jesus, an audience with Him alone, a time when we can
listen to Him. And as we spend more time with the Lord,
He will speak to us and quietly guide us.

At another time, when Sis. Linda was scared to preach before
a large assembly of people, the Lord spoke to her: “Rise up to
who you are and fill the position that I have given you.”

Why do we have to be disciples, he asked? There are many
reasons, he said, but the main one is because the Lord wants
us to do the work He is doing. “Jesus is discipling us and
He wants us to disciple His people,” he said, referring to
Matthew 28:19.

And finally when she was preaching in Africa and overwhelmed by the seemingly insurmountable needs of the people, she pleaded to the Lord that she was “too little” to do
what He wanted her to do. The Lord replied to her heart:
“Little in my hands is much.”

Fr. Polinar said that the greatest proof of Christian maturity
is evangelization, as mentioned by Pope John Paul 11 in
Redemptoris Missio.

In God’s hand we can bear awesome fruit, she said.
Sis. Linda explained that the inner work of God is in His
refining us in our “loving issues”, while the outer work is the
discipline of love, which is externally visible, through the
power of the Holy Spirit.
We are all on our own winding paths, she said, and God will
pour His love into our hearts and always call us back to Him,
and then we will remember that God’s love was there all
along.

And it goes even further than this, he said. In Evangelii
Nuntianti, Pope Paul V1 said that he doubted the salvation
of a Christian who does not evangelize. This teaching is
based on John 15:1-2, “"I am the true vine, and my Father is
the vinedresser. Every branch of mine that bears no fruit, he
takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes,
that it may bear more fruit”
“Are you a branch connected to the Vine (Jesus) ?” Fr. Polinar asked. “Do you have fruits?” He pointed out that the
fruits refer to all the people we bring to God.
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“There is no excuse for anyone
not to evangelize,” he exhorted.
“If you cannot go before a
crowd, you can always go one
on one. You can always talk to
someone about Jesus,” he said.
This is about hands-on Christian maturity that goes beyond
just “accepting Jesus and conducting seminars.” It is having
Jesus in our lives, being like
Him, following Him and bringing others to Him. With this last
conference talk, the final weaving was stiched in, completing
the spectacularly beautiful tapestry of God’s Word in action,
at the AFCCPC 2nd East Atlantic Regional Conference.
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A MIRACLE
OF
HEALING
By
E. Tinio, M.D.
The Tinio family, from left: Lilia, John Paul, Maricar, and Dr. Ed Tinio.
My name is Ed, a physician and a resident of Toms River, NJ. Three weeks ago, my
wife and I attended the East Atlantic Regional Conference of the AFCCPC held in
East Brunswick. I was glad to see and meet with Bob Canton who was an instrument
of the Lord in healing my eye.
On May 2, 2006, I was driving home from work and noticed that my vision got blurry,
hazy, with no color as if I was looking through an opaque glass on my right eye. As
soon as I got home, my wife Lilia and I went to the ER to get myself examined. The
ER called in an ophthalmologist who diagnosed me as having “retinal vein occlusion”
and told me that nothing can be done at the time and that it usually takes 2 to 3 weeks
for the hemorrhage to subside. I was advised to consult my regular ophthalmologist.
Meantime, my wife called Bro. Bob Canton to request for prayers. Luckily Brother
Bob was able to call us from California and he prayed over me, asking in the name of
Jesus for restoration of my vision. I am truly grateful to Bro. Bob for taking time to
pray over me and help with my healing process.
I went to my regular ophthalmologist who rendered the same diagnosis. She immediately referred me to a retina specialist. The specialist confirmed the diagnosis and
determined that I was “legally blind” on my right eye. He gave me an option to try a
new medicine, Avastin, and, if this failed, laser treatment.
The following day my Primary Care physician ordered tests to rule out CVA. Fortunately all results were negative. I consulted another retina specialist at the renowned
NY Eye Infirmary. I was given the same diagnosis and was offered the same treatment
options.
Before deciding on Avastin, I noticed some improvement in my vision. I went back to
my regular ophthalmologist; she concurred that Avastin was the right coarse to take.
She advised me to have the ocular injection of Avastin rather than having no intervention at all. Without intervention there was no chance of recovery. My vision then was
20/400
A week after the injection, the retinal specialist told me that my vision was remarkably
improved — from being twice legally blind to a vision sufficient for driver’s license
approval. He said that very few people improved with just one treatment and that my
vision had become close to normal!
Three weeks later, I was seen again for follow-up. This time they took pictures of my
right eye and compared it to pictures taken previously. The doctor said that my improvement from 20/400 to 20/50 was truly remarkable!
PRAISE GOD! He heard our prayers. I thank God for using Bob Canton as an instrument of God’s healing. We truly believe God is good and loving and answers all our
needs according to his will. I am happy to proclaim the restoration of my vision. God
gave me another chance to see. Praise the Lord, Alleluia, for this miracle!
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Reflections on The Word:

WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO BE A SHEPHERD?
By Father Perry M. Kenaston
Spiritual Adviser, Alaska

Mark 6:30-34

As one of the spiritual advisors for the Alliance, one of my wonderful assignments is to at times share some words of wisdom
with you regarding a particular scripture passage. The following is such an attempt and through the grace of God hopefully it
will bring meaning into your lives as you read Mark 6:30-34.
I was watching a little league game one afternoon and the following message was given to me: “You see my son, how I shepherd my people, tell them how much I love them and care for them.” Mark 6: 34 states, in part, “… he saw a great crowd and
he had compassion for them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd …”
Mark tells about a time when the apostles returned to Jesus to report all the incredible things that the Holy Spirit had been doing
through them. They were so busy that they did not even get a lunch break. Jesus decides that they needed a rest, so he commandeered a boat, and took them all out into the quiet waters of Galilee, a temporary respite from the needy and demanding crowds.
A good rest is re-energizing. How this happens for different people is quite dependent upon their personality types. Introverts
experience their best rest when they are alone, quiet with their thoughts, and able to reflect on what God is doing in their lives.
Extroverts, on the other hand, need to be around people in order to get their batteries recharged. They need to talk to other people about what God is doing in their lives. From what we can tell about the apostles, Jesus picked a mix of introverts and extroverts. Some of them appeared to be quite energetic and fearless (like Peter) while others were more contemplative (like Andrew
and Thomas). Either way, Jesus shows his compassion for those who served him by going out of his way to see that they get
the rest that they needed.
Using the previous illustration of how Jesus took care of and showed compassion to His disciples, may I pose to you this question: Can you think of any vocation(s) that could demonstrate the same qualities or characteristics? To help with your discernment process, here are a few suggestions or examples: doctors, teachers, counselors, and parents, children, and little league
coaches. Most of us would agree that a doctor could be a shepherd to us. After all, he listens to us, gives us advice, and most of
the time shows us compassion. Truly these are signs and qualities of being a shepherd. The same analogy applies to both teachers and counselors. After all, they listen to us, give us advice, and also at the proper time demonstrate to us some compassion.
What about parents? Some of us, especially those who are reading this article who are in the teen age bracket may disagree that
parents have the same qualities of being a good shepherd, especially when we stay out too late, or tell us to pick up our room or
mow the lawn. But when it really matters, your parents always have your best interest in mind.
With that in mind, I would like to share a personal experience. I first met my friend Don when I was very young and because of
an illness that I had he was there all the time for me and my mother. As time continued, my mother and I had to leave our home
and travel to another city. However, once a month I would take a bus ride and visit my friend Don. When I reached 16 he and I
drove to the driver license examination place and after passing the tests, I drove Don home and he said “have fun and enjoy the
car.” While traveling in the nearby hills the same day, I drove too fast and soon found myself in a snow bank. After being
pulled from out the snow bank, I returned the car to Don. Without saying a word, he said, “How are you? How is the car?” I
was very surprised that Don knew what had happened even before I said anything about the accident. Parents are like that,
aren’t they? After several years Don was moved to a retirement home and I would visit him on school breaks. Finally my
brother and I decided to move dad to a pioneer home in Alaska. It was while there that I had the chance to repay dad for the
many things he did for me. One day, it was my turn to feed dad; he had lost his eyesight because of diabetes. While feeding dad
a revelation hit me. This was what it means to honor your father and mother. It was now my time to be a shepherd to dad and in
doing so repay him for all the good things he had done for me. My second experience is just an observation from the other night
at the baseball game. As I watched the game, I began to think of the many parallels that a baseball coach/manager have in common with being a good shepherd. After all they listen, give advice, and counsel, and instruct these young men and women and
in return when we watch the games we can see the benefits of their couches/managers’ hard work.
So, how does one become a good shepherd? It starts with our willingness to be the best follower of Jesus and as we do, ask
Him for the proper guidance and instructions and time-outs with Him. Once we have done that, and let pride take a back seat,
we can let Jesus work through us. When we do that Jesus is in charge and if He is in charge people will notice the difference.
Lastly, just as Jesus is the Good Shepherd and watches and cares for us, so too does He have permission to watch how we care
and take care of each other. The question is — are we shepherding each other as Jesus would? May I add here an appeal to all
of you to pray for vocations for priesthood and religious life. It is through our collective prayers that God will send to us the
shepherds that we need to guide and instruct us. Please also join us in Anchorage, Alaska, on September 8-10, 2006 for our
gathering, the First Pacific Northwest Regional Conference of the Alliance.
God bless. Tatay Perry M. Kenaston.
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ALLIANCE REPORTS
By N. Albarracin, Jr.

YOUTH REPORT
By Mario Vierneza, VNC Youth (West Coast)

1st Pacific Northwest Regional Conference
Hotel Captain Cook in Anchorage, AK, is the venue for
the 1st Pacific Northwest Regional Conference to be held
on September 8-10, 2006. The conference theme is
taken from 1 Peter 2:9: “… out of the darkness into his
wonderful light …” Speakers include Fr. Leonardo Polinar, Msgr. Joe James, Fr. Bill Halbing, Sr. Nancy Kellar,
Jim Murphy, and Bob Canton.

Bob Canton elected to ICCRS
Our National Coordinator, Bob Canton, was recently
elected to the ICCRS Council, a distinct honor to him
and to the Alliance. The International Catholic Charismatic Renewal Services is Vatican-based and is mandated by the Holy See to pursue a mission of “service
and promotion of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal all
over the world, under the Holy Spirit’s action, in close
contact with the Holy See.” Pope John Paul II reaffirmed this mandate: The task of ICCRS is to coordinate and promote exchange of experiences and reflections among Catholic Charismatic communities
throughout the world. Brother Bob will replace Jim
Murphy, whose term has expired, and will represent
ICCRS to the English-speaking stream of the Renewal
in North America and the Caribbean for a term of three
years.

Agnes Nepomuceno appointed to NSC
Agnes Nepomuceno was recently appointed to the National Service Committee of the Catholic Charismatic
Renewal of the United States by Executive Director,
Walter Matthews. This is a distinct honor to Sister
Agnes who has served and continues to enthusiastically
serve the Alliance as Regional Coordinator and Board
Member. This appointment also brings honor and recognition to the Alliance.

New Appointees
National Coordinator Bob Canton has recently appointed the following individuals for positions of leadership in the Alliance:
LINDA MORENO, East Atlantic Regional Coordinator
JOE CALICDAN, Southeast Regional Coordinator
TONY P. LAZARO, Southeast Regional Coordinator
TED LIM, Mid-Pacific Regional Coordinator
MARCIE RIVERA, Special Events Coordinator (East
Coast)
DEY PINZON, Chair, Intercessory Prayer Committee,
West Coast)

LISS/Healing Rally in Charlotte, NC
A well-attended and well-organized LISS and Healing
Rally was held on June 9-10, 2006, spearheaded by Joe
Calicdan and the Marian Rosary Squad of Charlotte,
NC. A report on this event will appear in the next issue
of The Trumpet.

The youth were blessed to experience activities held under
the auspices of the Filipino Catholic Charismatic Council
(FCCC) of the San Francisco Archdiocese. During the month
of May, many young members of our Junior Apostolate for
Christ (JAC) attended and served several spiritual and devotional activities. At the NCRC Convention held at the Santa
Clara Convention Center on May 26-28, 2006, the JAC handled and facilitated the Youth Tract and were able to share
their Catholic charismatic faith with all who attended the
program. Fr. Dan Nascimento and Fr. Jim Tarantino brought
them closer to God’s mission of having everyone proclaim
the good news of Jesus’ salvation love to all. They prayed
over them and gave them the privilege to receive the power
of God’s Spirit. Music, skit, and icebreaker games were all
coordinated by JAC. On May 22, 2006, during the FCCC
Eucharistic Celebration in honor of Sta. Rita de Cascia’s
Feast Day, the JAC led the praise, worship, and Mass liturgical songs. Many adults thanked God for the presence of the
youth. On May 6 and 7, they attended the 19th Annual Charismatic Retreat at Vallambrosa Retreat Center. With Bishop
Joel “Bong” Baylon as retreat master, the youth experienced
a powerful deepening of their faith. A personal testimony is
given below.
PERSONAL TESTIMONY of Charlene Siquian:
It was my first time to attend a retreat at Vallombrosa, Menlo
Park, with my youth group, the JAC. Having been with JAC
for 3 years, I thought that we would get involved with coordinating some of the activities. Instead, we were given the precious time to enjoy the beautiful place of Vallombrosa and to
reflect on the blessings that our Lord has given us. It was
truly an amazing and blessed weekend. It was an honor to
gain enlightenment from the teachings of Bishop Joel Baylon. In Genesis 3: 8-13, God had asked Adam and Eve three
questions: Where are you? Who told you that you are naked?
Why do such a thing? In Luke 1: 26-38, there were also three
topics: Behold. The handmaid of the Lord. Let it be done to
me. God is looking for us to accept his call. He asked Adam
and Eve where they were, and saw that they were hiding behind the trees. But when Angel Gabriel called upon Mary,
she replied, “Behold, I am here.” Adam and Eve were aware
and ashamed of the fact that they were naked. On the other
hand, Mary was aware, yet she did not fear that God was
going to ask her to do his will. Adam and Eve made a choice
not to obey God and consequences were given to them. As
for Mary, she followed God’s request knowing that she has a
responsibility, yet fearing that the world would persecute her.
I have learned that God will always be there for us in good
times and in bad. But I also need to return the favor by praising God and thanking him for the blessings and struggles he
has given me. Through him I have the strength to do anything. God has a greater plan for us, more than what we could
ever imagine. He did give us the will to do what we want to
do, but sometimes, our freedom comes with consequences. It
is important that we listen to God and be mindful of his will
for us, so that we live our life away from sin.
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NATIONAL COORDINATOR’S DESK
Bob Canton
2nd East Atlantic Regional Conference, July 7-9, 2006: The spirit of unity and camaraderie among the people was
vividly displayed throughout the conference. Yes, I was in awe of the powerful presence of the Holy Spirit among His
people. The Lord anointed and empowered not only the speakers but also the volunteers and attendees. The speakers
touched many hearts. Praise be the name of Jesus!
Alliance Speakers Bureau: Last June 2006, the National Speakers' Bureau of the AFCCPC conducted for the first
time a Life In the Spirit Seminar in Charlotte, N.C. It was held in the spacious St. Matthew Catholic Church gymnasium in Charlotte. The speakers' team was composed of Dr. Al Albarracin, Dr. Greg Acedo, Atty. Gus Mora, and
yours truly. It was hosted by the Marian Rosary Squad of Charlotte, NC, headed by Joe Calicdan and the FilipinoAmerican Catholics of the Carolinas, and sponsored by the AFCCPC. A total of 800 people attended the 2-day seminar
and Healing Crusades. We again witnessed the tremendous outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon His people with miracles, signs and wonders, such as instant healings of different kinds of illnesses. The most important healing that we
witnessed was spiritual healing, people repenting of their sins and proclaiming their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. During the baptism in the Holy Spirit, many people received the gift of tongues for the first time. I pray that the Lord will
continue to open doors for our Speakers Bureau to minister to His people any place soon. The rest of the National
Speakers Bureau are Deacon Bob Rosales and Merle DeGuzman both from Toronto, Canada, Berthie Krehnovi from
Las Vegas, NV, Fler Gutierrez from Long Island, NY, Grace Bernardo from Flushing, NY, Celso Roxas and
Rency Biagan, both from Los Angeles, CA, and all our spiritual advisers. If your region wants to conduct an LSS or
Growth in the Spirit Seminar or Day of Renewal or Mini-Conference to be sponsored by the AFCCPC, please let me
know as soon as possible.
Election to ICCRS: I was recently informed by Oreste Pesare and Allan Panozza, the Director and President, respectively, of the International Catholic Charismatic Renewal Services (ICCRS) based in the Vatican that I was elected by
secret ballot to the ICCRS Council to take the place of Jim Murphy whose term will expire in April 2007. I was elected
to represent the ICCRS to the English-speaking Renewal in North America and English-speaking Caribbean countries.
I accepted the invitation from ICCRS because I believe this is another avenue that the Lord Jesus has opened for me to
serve Him and the Renewal worldwide and in North America in particular. Your prayers for me and the ICCRS and
the worldwide Renewal will no doubt help tremendously. I'm humbled by this election and at the same time I'm thankful to the Lord for giving me this great opportunity to serve in this capacity. May the Lord Jesus be glorified in everything that we say and do in His Name. Praise be the Name of Jesus!
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