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THE ALLIANCE IN 2003 
 
• Held its National Convention in June in New 

Jersey, an outstanding success 
• Supplied seed money for the National Con-

vention and Regional Conferences 
• Encouraged more prayer groups to work 

together under the network umbrella of the 
AFCCPC 

• Redoubled efforts to extend the charismatic 
renewal to the youth with Youth Coordina-
tors on both east and west coasts 

• Facilitated getting anointed speakers from 
the Philippines to participate in AFCCPC-
sponsored conferences to share their bless-
ings and insights 

• Provided a forum, during conferences, for 
music ministries to share their gifts among 
each other and with attendees and worshipers 

• Gained recognition from the National Ser-
vice Committee as a legitimate ethnic con-
stituency 

• Continued participation in annual meetings 
of the Big 5 Committee (see 2004 report in 
this issue) 

• Bonded with other charismatic service com-
mittees 

• Invited by ICCRS to participate in the World 
Leaders Meeting in Italy 

• Decided on a date and venue for the National 
Convention to be held in 2005 (July 8-10, 
2005,  East Rutherford, New Jersey) 

• Established a functioning website: 
www.afccpc.org 

• Published its newsletter, The Trumpet, on 
quarterly schedule 

• Made the Alliance newsletter accessible on-
line via the website. 

• Given media exposure in Pentecost Today 
• Blessed with stable finances, enthusiastic 

officers and coordinators, and supportive 
spiritual advisers 

UPCOMING 2004 EVENTS 
 
• Feb 21:     Bob Canton Healing Crusade, Stockton, CA 
• Feb 27-29: Bob Canton Healing Crusade, Sarasota, FL 
• Mar 5-6:     2nd North Pacific Regional Conference,   

San Francisco, CA 
• Mar 13:    Bob Canton Healing Crusade, Hayward, CA 
• Mar 20:     Bob Canton Healing Crusade, Stockton, CA 
• Mar 27-28:   Southern California Renewal, Duarte, CA 
• April 17:   Bob Canton Healing Crusade, Stockton, CA 
• April 23-25: 2nd Mid-Atlantic Regional Conference, 

Baltimore MD 
• May 6-18:   Healing Crusades and Pilgrimage, East-

ern Europe 
• May 28-30:   Bob Canton Healing Crusade, Rego Park, 

NY 
• June 4-6:     Bob Canton Healing Crusade, Orlando, FL 
• June 11-13:  Bob Canton Healing Crusade, Jersey City, 

NJ 
• June 19:     Bob Canton Healing Crusade, Stockton, NJ 
 
For complete listing of 2004 events, please see our website, 
www.afccpc.org. 
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From the  NATIONAL COORDINATOR’S 
DESK 

Bob Canton 
  
May the Lord's joy and peace be with us always!   
 
This year is getting to be a very busy year for the 
AFCCPC. The North Pacific Regional Conference to be 
held in San Francisco on March 5-7, 2004 is all set to 
go. The set of speakers is composed of Msgr. Fred Bi-
tanga, Fr. Jose Arong, Fr. Jim Tarantino, Jim Murphy, 
Dominick Berardino, yours truly and other speakers in 
the Youth Track. This promises to be one of the most 
powerful and Spirit-filled Regional Conferences indeed. 
Please call 1-800-700-1849 to register not only yourself 
but also your entire family. I'm sure everybody in atten-
dance will receive tremendous blessings, a real "San 
Francisco treat" in Jesus' name through the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Brod Mario Vierneza, the chairperson of the 
Conference, says that the Filipino Catholic Charismatic 
Council, the host of the Conference, could hardly wait to 
welcome everyone and it is doing its best to extend a 
genuine Filipino hospitality to those who come. Praise 
the Lord! This will be the second Regional Conference 
of the North Pacific Region of the AFCCPC. The theme 
of this Conference is taken from Rev.21:5, "Behold, I 
make all things new." I would like to remind you also 
that our first National Leaders Meeting for 2004 will be 
held in conjunction with this Conference, and we expect 
everyone to attend.  
  
The Mid-Atlantic Regional Conference that is scheduled 
at the Baltimore Convention Center in Baltimore, MD 
on April 23-25, 2004 is also ready to go, according to 
Agnes Nepomuceno, the chairperson of the Conference. 
The speakers are Fr. Leo Patalinghug, Fr. Rene Man-
gahas, Fr. Bill Halbing, Bob Valiente, Deacon Dean 
Lopata, Bo Sanchez and yours truly. The Conference is 
also putting on a Youth Track and among its speakers is 
Bo Sanchez. To register for this Conference, please call 
Agnes Nepomuceno at 1-888-213-5263. According to 
Agnes and Deacon Dean Lopata, they are expecting at-
tendees to come from as far away as California and New 
York. Just like in San Francisco, this will be one confer-
ence that we cannot afford to miss. We expect blessings 
to be poured out by the Lord Jesus through this confer-
ence, blessings that are even hard to imagine. The Con-
ference theme, "Stir into flame the gift of God" (2 Tim 
1:6), is indeed very appropriate. This will also be the 
second Regional Conference of the Mid Atlantic Region 
to be held in beautiful Baltimore. 
   
Allow me also to inform you of the latest appointments 
that I have made to the AFCCPC leadership. These are 
servant leaders who are willing to serve us in the name 
of Jesus. Rowena Yaptangco was recently appointed as 
Regional Coordinator for East Atlantic Region. She is a 
member of the El Shaddai Community in Jersey City. 

Deacon Ernest Abad from the Diocese of Newark and 
Deacon Rolando Nolasco from the Archdiocese of New 
York were appointed as Spiritual Advisers. Deacon Ernest 
is a permanent deacon at the Our Lady of Lourdes in West 
Orange, N.J. while Deacon Rolando is serving at the Our 
Lady of Mercy at the Bronx, N.Y. Irni Tabasa from the 
Amor Dei Prayer Community was named as Asst. Vice 
National Coordinator-Funding representing the West 
Coast. Brod Irni hails from Fairfield, California. His wife 
Delia has been serving as Regional Coordinator for North 
Pacific Region. Dr. Ray Caparros from Severna Park, 
MD, and his wife Gonette are the other Vice National Co-
ordinators-Funding representing the East Coast. Naida 
James from Juneau, Alaska, is a newly appointed Regional 
Coordinator representing the Northwest Pacific Region. 
Singer and composer Sidney Edoria of Antioch, CA, has 
been appointed Chair of the Ministry on Music. I believe 
that these leaders will serve the Alliance well as they will-
ingly say "Yes" to the Lord Jesus and to the promptings of 
the Holy Spirit. Please continue to pray for our servant 
leaders so that they will continue to effectively serve us. 
Kindly pray also that the Lord Jesus will continue to raise 
up true servant leaders in our midst. 
  
Indeed the AFCCPC is a very dynamic organization, 
praise God! We have accomplished a lot of things. How-
ever, we barely scratched the surface. There are still more 
things to do to give glory to the Lord Jesus and for the 
building up of His people. We must continue to press on 
and rely not on our own power but on the power of the 
Holy Spirit. We must continue to pray for one another, 
serve one another, and to be faithful to the call that we 
have received from the Lord. "Not by power, nor by 
might, but by my Spirit," says the Lord God of hosts 
( Zech 4:5). Remember, with God, nothing is impossible. 
 
The Lord Jesus has indeed blessed the AFCCPC tremen-
dously in terms of the rising number of prayer groups and 
prayer communities who have been subscribing to its mis-
sion statement and goals, the increase in number of 
AFCCPC-sponsored evangelistic activities such as Days of 
Renewal, LSS, Retreats, and Growth in the Sprit Seminars, 
Healing Crusades and Rallies, Festival of Praises, etc., the 
increase in number of attendance in our National and Re-
gional Conferences and many more prayer groups and 
communities are doing these activities together in the spirit 
of unity and cooperation. We could not have grown this 
much without the Lord's anointing and presence in our 
midst, and of course, without the servant leaders' total 
commitment to serve the Lord Jesus and His people with-
out counting the costs. I believe that the Lord will continue 
to bless us in ways which we could not even begin to 
imagine or aspire for if we would only continue to humble 
ourselves before Him and follow His voice and His com-
mands. We shall continue to do His works no matter what 
the costs maybe because the time is running short. The 
harvest is "ripe" and we, the baptized believers, are called 
to be the "harvesters,” the laborers in His vineyard. As 
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long as we say "Yes" to Him, we can accom-
plish even more things to further His kingdom. 
Let me remind you of  
the words of St. Paul in Phil.4:13, "I can do all 
things with Christ who strengthens us." In this 
vein, let me plead with you to continue to pray 
and lift up the AFCCPC and its servant leaders 
to the Lord because He is the source of our 
wisdom, and our knowledge, and our fruitful 
vision. Allow me also to remind you to send an 
article or pictures of the activities of your 
prayer groups or prayer communities and send 
them to Al Albarracin (e-mail address: nal-
barra@columbus.rr.com). Al is the editor of our 
newsletter, The Trumpet, and he is also the 
caretaker of our website: www.afccpc.org. 
When you have a chance, please visit our web-
site. There are many items of interest in our 
website. I'm sure our website is another bless-
ing from the Lord to all of us. Al and his friend 
Prime Abiado, the webmaster, have been doing 
tremendous job so that we can have a website 
that we all can be proud of. 
 
Lastly, I would like to inform you that in Sep-
tember this year, the Officers and Regional 
Coordinators, and Spiritual Advisers will meet 
to elect the National Coordinator, Treasurer, 
Auditor, and members of the Board of Direc-
tors. Please, ask the Holy Spirit in the Name of 
Jesus to guide us and to direct us to elect ser-
vant leaders that would continue to serve us 
through the AFCCPC. The Holy Spirit, the 
Comforter, will always guide us to the ways 
that He wants us to go, if we only come to Him 
and listen to His voice in our heart and in the 
circumstances surrounding us. If you are inter-
ested in serving in any of the elected position of 
the AFCCPC, or if you know of anyone in the 
Alliance who maybe interested, please inform 
Al Albarracin who is the chairperson of the 
election committee. 
 
May the Lord Jesus, who is the Author and 
Finisher of our faith, continue to bless us and 
touch us and guide us and give us the grace for 
us to become more like Him. Amen!  May His 
peace and joy be with us all, always. 
  
Again, thank you for your faithfulness in serv-
ing the Lord Jesus through the AFCCPC.  
 
To God be the glory for ever, and ever, and 
ever, AMEN!! 
 
 

THE COMMITTEE OF 5 MEETS 
 by Bob Canton, National Coordinator 
  
A gathering of National Leadership Groups of the Catholic Charis-
matic Renewal was held on Jan. 19-21, 2004 at the Ignatian Spiri-
tual Center, Miami, Florida. The National Service Committees rep-
resented in the meeting were the Bishops' Ad Hoc Committee for 
the Charismatic Renewal, the National Service Committee, the Na-
tional Association of Diocesan Liaisons, the Covenant Communi-
ties, the Ethnic Groups which are composed of Haitians, Koreans, 
Hispanics, and Filipinos,  the latter represented by the AFCCPC. 
These Service Committees constitute the "Committee of 5." The 
main aim of the Miami meeting was to pray together and to discern 
what the Lord Jesus is saying to the Charismatic Renewal through 
these different streams.  
 
The AFCCPC was represented by Bob Canton (National Coordina-
tor), Mario Vierneza (Vice-National Coordinator, Youth), Letty 
Ramos (Board member), and Fr. Perry Kenaston (Spiritual Ad-
viser).  
 
The participants adopted unanimously the following resolutions 
which embody the group’s Vision Statement: 
 
The Charismatic Renewal needs to be - 
 
• joyful and excited by our mission 
• vigilant to the Word of God 
• awake to the danger of the present evil, and mutually suppor-

tive and in service to each other because the Lord is calling 
the Charismatic Renewal to be bold with a united voice and to 
make an impact on the Church and society by proclaiming: 

 
o the priority of the Lordship of Jesus 
o the Father's love for all 
o the power of the Holy Spirit in all that we do 
o and the radical call to a witness of holiness. 

  
The participants also received words of prophecy wherein the Lord 
was saying to His people: 
 
 “I am with you to empower you in all the things that you do in 
my Name which gives glory to my Heavenly Father. Go without 
any fear and fulfill the mission that I have entrusted you to do. Do 
not leave anyone behind but do it together with love in your 
hearts. My Father is pleased with anything that you do in love and 
for His and for my glory." 
  
All attendees agree that they heard loud and clear what the Lord 
Jesus is saying to the Charismatic Renewal during these 3 days of 
prayers, discernment, and fellowship. The AFCCPC representatives 
are all in agreement to actively support the Vision Statement of the 
Committee of 5. Next year’s meeting will be in New Orleans, Lou-
isiana. 
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MY FIRST LIFE IN THE SPIRIT SEMINAR 
By Kristin Mapili 
Pater Noster Youth Ministry (Long Island, 
NY) 
  
“I stand at the door and knock.  If anyone 
hears my voice and opens the door, I will 
come in and eat with him, and he with me.” 
Revelation 3:20.  As I read this from the 
notebook given to me during the Life in the 
Spirit Seminar sponsored by the Pater Noster 
Youth Ministy, I realized how easy it is to 
open the door and let a friend, family mem-
ber, or a significant other in, yet so many fail 
to open the door to let Jesus into their lives.  
However, what I experienced and what I ob-
served during the LSS left me in such awe.  
My earlier assumptions may not have been 
all valid but I could definitely say that our 
hearts were opened to the Lord. That week-
end, we let Jesus in from the other side of 
the door and welcomed him into our hearts. 
 The theme for the Life in the Spirit 
Seminar was “Emmanuel” which we learned 
means “God with us.”  Throughout the week-
end one of the most requested songs was the 
popular “Jesus, God with Us, Emmanuel.” 
The song was written and composed by 
Gerry T. Bernardo from Vancouver, specifi-
cally for the LSS.  That was just one of the 
many blessings we were bestowed upon.  I 
would also like to note that Msgr. Edward 
Wawerski, Pastor of St. Ladislau and spiri-
tual director of PNYM generously contrib-
uted $500 for the retreat and opened the re-
treat with a Mass on Friday night, December 
19, 2003. 
 Preparing for an LSS is never easy; 
this is what I was told by our advisor Grace 
Bernardo “TG” who, by the way, worked 
hard to give us our first LSS.  Constantly, we 
were reminded of how blessed we were for 

having amazing facilitators from the Young Adult Bi-
ble Study Group, at our first LSS as well as tremendous 
support from parents.  She was right, the facilitators 
were beyond amazing. Prior to the LSS, Tita Grace 
would not tell us of the events that were to occur.  She 
would only say, “You guys are in for a special sur-
prise,” and the surprise we were in for was awesome!  
Calvin Dumandan states, “I realized that the $60 that 
we paid wasn't anything compared to what we got in 
return. It was worth 100 times than that, or I mean, 
what we received was priceless.”  In addition, I guess 
you can say that we were “spoiled” that weekend by the 
parents with delicious meals and snacks throughout the 
day and night, with absolutely no complaints about the 
food.   

It was a weekend that was supposed to be dedi-
cated to the Lord without any distractions. Therefore, 
watches, cell phones, and CD players were confiscated 
upon registration of the candidates.  For some it was 
hard, but as the weekend progressed there were hardly 
any signs of frustration because “I cannot go to bed 
without my music.” 
“What time is it?” was one of the most heard phrases 
during the LSS, but we soon learned that we were in 
God’s time and constantly wondering what time the 
world was circulating upon simply did not matter. 
 The day began with a prayer in the Chapel and 
ended the night the same way.  In between, there would 
be sharings and testimonies from facilitators who spoke 
of life changing experiences that led them towards 
God’s path.  They treated us like friends, and confi-
dants, and that itself created a bond that could never be 
replaced.  One of the great things about that weekend 
was the chance to write down our thoughts and notes in 
this wonderful notebook that I’ve mentioned earlier, 
designed and compiled together by the facilitators 
team.  In addition to the notebooks, rosaries, a Holy 
Spirit pin, and a Bible were handed out to each one of 
the participants.  We would praise and worship with 
songs and music provided by the talented Amazing 
Grace Singers, and then break into groups for work-
shops. Another phrase that was constantly heard was, 
“What? only two more minutes left?!,” as we heard that 
infamous bell that told us when time was up.  Everyone 
loved the workshops because it helped the candidates 
open up and share their thoughts freely without being 
judged or looked at differently.  Furthermore, most can 
agree that the dynamics given by David Song and 
Ricky Lugo were some of the most memorable mo-
ments of the LSS.  “Through all the morning masses, 
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 and activities, and going to confession, going to the healing mass and receiving the holy spirit, all the 
sharings, and the dynamics, and group talks, I came out with an appreciation for God’s love for me,” 
states Pius Jade Dominguez on how he felt through the course of the weekend.  And if you ask Carlos Du-
mandan, he would tell you that, “The speeches and dynamics made by the retreat staff were very inspiring 
and moving.”  Yes, they truly were inspiring enough as tears fell from the faces of those who were touched, 
myself included.  Even those who did not shed a tear during the entirety of the LSS were touched, and they 
did not need to show it through tears but through their hearts. How, you ask? When the Lord has touched 
one’s heart, it will always show in one’s face.   
 December 20, 2003 was the day we were baptized in the Holy Spirit.  Priests for the Baptism of the 
Holy Spirit were Frs. John Tino and Michael Greene.  Confessions were set up prior to the baptism and a 
discussion pertaining to the gifts of the Holy Spirit were presented to us.  Some were anxious and some did 
not know what to expect.  What occurred that night in the chapel was the most amazing and wonderful ex-
perience.  There are absolutely no words that could describe that moment.  Khristele Arguelles had one thing 
in common with most of the candidates, as she says, “Receiving the Holy Spirit and exercising the 
gift, opened my eyes to how precious life is and how important it is to love.”� � The very next day was the 
Graduation for the candidates.  The priest for the Sunday Mass and Graduation was the lively Fr. Cris Cole-
man.  During the mass, family members and loved ones joined each candidate, proclaiming a commitment to 
the Lord as a response to the encounter with God.  As I sat there and watched those who came to the LSS the 
first night with not a single expression on their faces,  they were now smiling and singing, clapping and 
praising, lifting their hands up to the Lord as we exalted His name on high without shame or holding back!  
For He is good all the time! And all the time God is good!  It was then that I felt like we were a big family, 
my brothers and sisters united with the grace of the Lord.   
 Not everyone came to the LSS expecting a fun-filled, spiritual event.  For Reuben Samuels, his reac-
tion to the outcome of the seminar was similar to most of the first timers, “I thought that the retreat was 
going to be like we pray and talk just like in PnYm™, but no it was nothing like that; it was so much 
more, we were baptized in the Holy Spirit, bringing God a little bit closer to all of us.”  It is true that most 
of the candidates did not willingly participate in the LSS, some were obligated to participate and some came 
for the sole purpose of meeting new people and thought of it as a “social weekend.”  Whatever purpose they 
came for, they were there because God called them to be there.  In the end, it was not about getting away 
from our parents for three days or spending three days with your best friend.  In the end, it was about growth 
and transformation, learning and believing, understanding and accepting.  In the end, it was about God. It 
was about Him all along. It just took a 3-day seminar to help us realize that.  Whatever path each candidate 
took after the LSS, lives were renewed and having just a little bit more faith than before is a miracle itself.  
Miguel Angeles reveals, “To tell you the truth I do feel closer to GOD, I don’t think I’m religious at all, 
but I do feel closer even if it's really small.”  Jeffrey Boado states, “I could never picture myself being all 
religious but while there I felt I was. It brought me closer to God and gave me a better perspective on 
life”.  My dear friends, that’s what it is all about.  The media portrays the youth in such a negative way and 
fears what the future is to become with the youth today.  What about the miracles of believing? What about 
when a teenager suddenly has that little faith and for the first time experienced God’s love?  There were 
miracles that weekend, and it is time to let the world know that it only takes a simple step in believing to 
spread the wonderful news of the Lord.   
 Although this was my first Life in the Spirit Seminar, it will be one that I shall never forget.  It is a 
memory that I can look back upon when in despair and smile because of the wonderful experience I encoun-
tered.  Being that this was my first LSS, I would not know of the difference from other Seminars, however, 
Oliver Mendoza who has attended several LSS prior to this one spoke of what singled out this LSS from 
other Seminars. He said, “The one thing that distinguished this LSS from the other LSS was that there 
was LOVE”.  Praise the Lord! We were truly blessed, thank you Lord!  God is good all time! And all the 
time God is GOOD! 
 
(Kristin is a core leader of the Pater Noster Youth Ministry based at St. Ladislau Church, in Hempstead, 
Long Island. She is in the second row, 6th from the right, in the picture above. Sister Grace Bernardo, 
AFCCPC Youth Coordinator, sits in the same row, 8th from the right).   
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AN UPPER ROOM EXPERIENCE 
By Fe R. Enriquez 
San Mateo, CA 
 
I would like to share an unforgettable experience dur-
ing our 7-day Mexican Riviera Healing and Bible 
Study cruise aboard the Star Princess cruise ship from 
March 8-15, 2003. 
 
My husband Marico and I arrived at LAX from San 
Francisco on Saturday around noon. With me was a 
picture of our Lady of Compassionate Protection 
wrapped inside a box. In my heart, I felt the presence 
of Mother Mary already because we had a reservation 
at another shuttle bus, but as soon as we got out of 
the plane, the Princess Cruise receptionist was right 
in front of us and we had no difficulty with our trans-
portation. We boarded the shuttle bus and headed for 
the Port of San Pedro in Los Angeles to meet with 
the rest of our group at the ship. During our first din-
ner, Marico was able to reserve a table for our group 
which included: Tess, Ed, Dey, Irene, Fe, Nards, 
Abe, Ellen, Lito, Fely, Bob, and Chit. We enjoyed 
our dinner, laughing and discussing life, kids, and 
work.  Little did we know what was to come for the 
rest of our glorious week on the Star Princess. 
 
The following day, we attended Sunday mass in the 
morning followed by a scripture study that lasted un-
til after lunch. I started sharing with everyone that in 
my room was the picture of Mother Mary. I was go-
ing to give my friend Fe advice to start a pilgrimage 
in Oxnard, California. Everyone came into our cabin 
to listen. While I was talking, Leonard, Fe’s husband, 
opened the box which held the framed picture of Our 
Lady of Compassionate Protection. Suddenly, Leo-
nard called everyone over to look at the picture. 
When we turned around to look, the picture of 
Mother Mary had tears of Myron, or holy oil, drip-
ping from Her eyes. We were all truly touched by 
this miraculous occurrence, so we gathered around 
the picture and prayed our reverence to our Mother 
Mary. The rest of our day consisted of Bible study 
with Brother Bob Canton. He joined us and we all 
prayed the Holy Rosary and Divine Mercy. Brother 
Bob then began reading the Bible and discussed reli-
gious prophecies and interpretations. The Bible study 
was a fitting end to our first day on the ship, where 
we witnessed the presence of our Mother Mary and 
the Spirit of our Lord Jesus Christ in all of us. We 
decided to have prayer in a different cabin every 
night, sharing prayers and pictures of our Lady of 
Compassionate Protection. 

 
We started the next day again by attending mass at 
the Princess Theater. But this morning was a little 
different because the mass was followed by a heal-
ing service by Brother Bob Canton. Brother Bob, 
who has the Gift of Healing, was able to use his 
gift to heal some of those who attended. We gath-
ered around holding hands and prayed while 
Brother Bob prayed over each person who came 
forward to be healed. We witnessed physical heal-
ings including relief of knee and ankle pain, mi-
graine headaches, a person in wheelchair was able 
to walk without any help, as well as other physical 
and spiritual healings. It was a powerful, emotional 
experience that left an impression on everyone who 
attended. That evening, we prayed at Abe and 
Ellen’s cabin and witnessed another miraculous 
appearance of Myron on one of the small pictures 
of Our Lady that I gave to Ellen. Each night after 
that, the pictures manifested the presence of Our 
Lady in each cabin we were in. 
 
The next day, after an excursion trip to Puerto Val-
larta, we attended a Holy Mass on the sky deck of 
the Star Princess. We had a magnificent ocean view 
overlooking Puerto Vallarta. As soon as the mass 
ended, our group congregated along the sky deck. 
We were chatting casually and discussing the plans 
for the evening, when Chit Canton told all of us to 
look at the sun over the horizon. I looked at the sun 
and saw a dazzling display of colors and light ema-
nating from the rays! It was as if the sun was danc-
ing, pulsating and spinning like a fire-fly. It was an 
amazing sight which lasted for about 15 minutes. I 
have never seen anything more beautiful in my life. 
According to Brother Bob, a “dancing sun” such as 
the one we witnessed only happens in the Holy 
Land and Medjugoure. Again, we were truly 
blessed by another manifestation of our Lord’s 
presence. 
 
Our next day, we toured Mazatlan, a very memora-
ble day since it was my husband Marico’s birthday. 
We took in the gorgeous sights in Mazatlan and 
took pictures at the beach. That afternoon, we at-
tended mass on the sky deck where I read the first 
reading, a reading from the book of Esther, which 
deals with the Lord’s compassion to those who are 
in need of help. The inspiration of the Holy Spirit 
sent a strong message through this scripture to eve-
ryone in the mass. Right after the mass, there was a 
renewal of marriage vows for all of the couples. 
Marico and I renewed our marriage vows, along 
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with the other couples in our group who attended. This was a wonderful way for all the couples in the group to 
bond closer to each other and with the Lord Jesus Christ. We again witnessed a “dancing sun,” just like the 
one we saw the day before. This was the second miraculous manifestation of our Lord’s presence. 
 
Our last day at sea started with a mass at the Princess Theater followed by a scripture study at the wheel house 
bar. Bob was sharing how his wife Chita received the gifts of healing from our Lord and how his ministry 
started. He talked about how to receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit. We started singing and praising the Lord. 
He then identified and discussed the different gifts of the Holy Spirit. He said, “Receive the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit.” Upon saying “Receive the gift of tongue” we all started to babble. The first one who was touched was 
Fe Lacbain, followed by Fely, Nards, myself, then Ellen. The two of us started singing and praying together in 
tongues with angelic voices. Then together, we received the gift of laughter – laughing uncontrollably with 
tears of joy. Everyone claims that we started and stopped at the same time. It was an exciting, spiritual, and 
exhausting experience. Many of the people in our group received different gifts from the Holy Spirit and we 
shared all of them in a testimonial to the presence of our Lord. This was a fitting end to a wonderful, spiritual 
week aboard the Princess Cruise. 
 
We were truly blessed to experience these miraculous and spiritual gifts of the Holy Spirit. We praise and 
thank the Lord! We proclaim Him and we will share this message to all! 
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MEMORIES OF A RETREAT 
By Isleen Hall 

Holy Family Prayer Group 
St. Isaac Jogues 

Orlando, FL 
 

A little lost on that first day 
But, Lord, You say, “I Am the Way” 

 
Faces of every hue conceived 

We went because we all believed 
 

Each one from a different place 
But look Lord, each one has Your face! 

 
We met to greet your blessed morn 

To say a prayer and be reborn 
 

The sun and moon were in communion 
Symbolizing our union   

 
Those fishermen, they fished to eat 
You fed five thousand at your feet 

 
Four different faiths in just one room 
For one hour, our communal home 

 
Many peas in just one pod 

But glorifying just one God 
 

We gathered all around the dove 
And felt the power of Your love 

 

When Your son George did lift the host 
Was when we felt Your presence most 

 
We venerated through the night 

Are we really worthy of Your sight? 
 

We need Your reassurance, Lord 
We’ll seek it daily in Your Word. 

 
 

LIVING SERMON 
Author Unknown 

 

I’d rather see a sermon 
Than hear one any day. 

I’d rather one should walk with me 
Than merely show the way. 

 
I can soon learn how to do it. 
If you’ll let me see it done; 

I can watch your hands in action 
But your tongue too fast may run. 

 
All the lectures you deliver 
May be very wise and true, 
But I’d rather get my lesson 
By observing what you do. 

 
Though I may not understand you 

And the fine advice you give, 
There is no misunderstanding 

How you act and how you live. 
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GOD’S LITTLE MIRACLES 

By Joy Tatlonghari 
Head Servant, Holy Family Prayer Group 

St. Isaac Jogues Catholic Church 
Orlando, FL 

 
 
There were quite a few miracles that took place during the retreat at Lake Yale Baptist Conference & Re-
treat Center in Eustis, Florida, that was sponsored by the Bread of Life Ministry Prayer Group from New 
Jersey and the Holy Family Prayer Group of St. Isaac Jogues, Orlando, FL that we would like to share with 
you. On Friday, January 16th, 2004, after everyone had checked in and eaten dinner, we gathered in the 
room with Fr. DaRoza, the retreat master.  He started his first talk explaining the theme “Called to be 
prophets.”   Some questions such as mortal and grievous sins were brought up by the audience and Fr. 
George clarified them before he can proceed further with the main topic.  
 
After all questions were answered he proceeded and ended his talk at about 9:00 pm. He had asked every-
one to come back at 7:00 in the morning for an early morning walk down by the beautiful lake. He led us to 
listen to the sounds and be aware of what we see and to find out what God is calling us to do.  We heard the 
chirping of the birds as if they were praising God, saw the clear blue sky with the sun just rising and the 
moon still visible on the other side.  Fr. DaRoza pointed out the darkness on one side and the light on the 
other explaining how it relates to our lives sometimes….death and life.  The one sight that stood out was 
the boat and the fishermen.  The message was clear!  We are called to be “fishers of men.” 
 
Towards evening as we gathered for the last session, a miracle happened.  We were all sitting listening to 
Fr. DaRoza talk when all of a sudden a strong scent of roses filled the room. Brother Harvey, who was sit-
ting at the back by the door, smelled it so strongly that he broke into tears and finally said, “Blessed Mother 
Mary is here!”  Everyone agreed that they too smelled the roses and Fr. DaRoza acknowledged her pres-
ence by praying the Hail Mary.  It was a reminder to all of us that Mary, the Mother of Jesus, is constantly 
interceding for us and directing us towards her son, Jesus.  Later on, we prayed a decade of the rosary in a 
meaningful way relating every bead to the events that happen in our daily lives.  Father called it a “living 
rosary.”  After that it was announced that the Blessed Sacrament would be exposed during the night for 
anyone who would like to do adoration, meditation and prayer. 
 
A call for help in finding a lost wallet was also posted.  Everyone knew to pray and Fr. DaRoza reminded 
us all to put our trust in the Lord.  
 
In the morning of Sunday, we heard one of our members was sick. She had an upset stomach and threw up 
during the night.  Everyone prayed for her and later on our priest visited her, prayed for her and gave her 
hot tea to drink.  She desperately wanted to attend the Holy Mass and was determined to get down to the 
hall where the Eucharistic Celebration was going to be.  Lo and behold, when it was time for everyone to 
gather she was able to come out of her room and claimed she was healed.  Her husband gave a testimony 
that when he looked at the tea that Fr. DaRoza had given him it looked like the blood of Jesus to him.  An-
other miracle had taken place! 
 
The retreat culminated Sunday, January 18th with the Eucharistic Celebration.  It was a very special service 
and everyone felt the true presence of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, together with the company 
of  Angels and Saints.  We surely had a taste of heaven….we did not want it to end!  On our way home we 
received the news that the lost wallet was found and returned to Sister Bernadette with all the contents in-
tact. Her faith in God’s goodness was indeed rewarded.   
 
Halleluiah! Praise the Lord.  God is good! All the time. 



YOUTH ACTIVITIES IN CALIFORNIA 
By Mario Vierneza 
 

It is truly amazing how the Lord works in so 
many wonderful ways.        To the youth,   His 
miracles are beyond our grasps and under-
standing.  During the month of December, 
2003, when we were all busy preparing for 
gifts and presents, members of our JAC Youth 
Group helped our church, community groups, 
and the Centers for Handicapped and Disad-
vantaged. In addition to our weekly Prayer 
Meetings our youth members also serve their 
parish  by being lectors, eucharistic ministers, 
cantors, and commentators. One big event that 
really brought glory and honor to Jesus was 
the Musical Concert coordinated and directed 
by one of our members, Brother Ryan D. Par-
ticipants volunteered their talents in singing, 
playing instruments, folk dancing, etc. and the 
event raised a very good amount of funds for 
the Center of the Handicapped and Disadvan-
taged. Majority of the performers were Filipi-
nos who gave the Lord the glory and praise by 
acknowledging that their talents were all gifts 
from God, gifts that they needed to share to 
promote the kingdom of God. Praise God for 
Filipino talents. 
 
We are working hard to promote this year’s 
big event, our 2nd Regional Conference to be 
held on March 5, 6, 7, 2004, at St. Mary’s Ca-
thedral in the city of San Francisco. We are all 
excited about this Conference because we 
have lined up good speakers who will provide 
the youth with an extra dose of spiritual 
enlightenment. We are working overtime to 

reach out to the youth and invite those teenagers that our 
Lord is losing because of many deadly things that this 
darkened world is offering them. We need to be vigilant, 
to be counted as Junior Apostles of Christ. We need to 
bring them all to LIGHT, and inform them that Jesus will 
change their lives and will “make all things new.” Amen. 
Please inform youth groups all over America and even 
beyond that Jesus and our Bay Area youth teams are pre-
paring something new for all. And we are inviting every 
young man and woman to experience our San Francisco 
hospitality. Come one and come all! Bring the whole 
family and enjoy Jesus’ presence during the Conference. 
Please register early by sending your name and registra-
tion fee to: AFCCPC North Pacific Region, 3221 Broad-
moor Lane, Fairfield, CA, 94534. Or call 1-800-700-1849 
for flyers and registration forms and for further details. 
 
(Pictured above are the Viernezas, AFCCPC Youth Co-
ordinators, West Coast. Brother Mario chairs the upcom-
ing 2nd North Pacific Regional Conference). 
. 
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PROFILES 
 
Meet Your Servant Leaders 
 
 
ROWENA V. YAPTANGCO 
Regional Coordinator, East Atlantic Region 
Jersey City, NJ 
 
Rowena has a background in business and management. She holds a BS degree in Business Ad-
ministration and a Master’s degree in Government Management. She once was a Supervising Reve-
nue Examiner with the Bureau of Internal Revenue in Manila. She now lives in New Jersey. She is 
Pastoral Associate at St. Aedan Church in Jersey City. She is also a Coordinator of the El Shaddai 
Prayer Partners (New Jersey) and a member of the Filipino Pastoral Team of the Archdiocese of 
Newark. Additionally, Rowena is president of the Lay Missionary Association of Mother Francis-
can Espiritu Santo (LMAMFES). To close friends she is “Weng.” 
 
 
SIDNEY EDORIA 
Chair, Ministry on Music 
Antioch, CA 
 

When the need for a Ministry on Music became evident, it did not 
take long for Bob Canton to think of Sid Edoria as a shoe-in for the 
Chair position. Brother Sid is a gifted musician – an instrumentalist, 
a singer, a composer, and on top of all that, a Christian servant 
leader, who freely shares with others the many graces that the Lord 
has favored him. Many of us in the Filipino Catholic charismatic 
community have sung his original compositions week after week to 
praise and worship the Lord without knowing from whence they 
came. Songs like “You Shall Receive Power” and “Touch Me 
Lord” and “Gathered in the Power” and “Who Do You Say That I 
Am?” have flowed from our hearts to our lips to express our wor-
ship to God. If these songs have pulled at our heartstrings, making 
us teary-eyed, could it possibly be because the music and sentiment 
has something kababayan in them? Praise the Lord! In Praise Con-
certs, the highlight is when Sid sings his original song of “Hail 

Mary” in 7 languages – English, Spanish, Filipino, Japanese, Chinese, Korean, and Vietnamese. He 
is the composer of the theme songs of recent large AFCCPC conferences. He composed the theme 
song for last year’s National Convention in New Jersey. He also composed the theme song of the 
upcoming 2nd North Pacific Regional Convention to be held in San Francisco on March 5-7, 2004, 
which is based on Revelation 21:5, “Behold, I make all things new.” 
 
Sidney is a Servant Leader of The Great Harvest of the Lord, a contemporary Christian Music 
Ministry, and is a member of the North Pacific Region of the AFCCPC.  He has been the Music 
Director of the FILAM Choir at St. Ignatius of Antioch in California. He is married to Ludy with 
whom he has three children: Sonnia, Annjasmine, and Catherinejoy. 
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JOY C. TATLONGHARI 
Regional Coordinator, Southeastern Region 
Orlando, FL 

 
Joy is from Batangas City and has a background in Education with a 
BS and MS degrees. She is married and has a son and a daughter. She 
lived in New York City for three years before moving to Orlando, FL, 
where she currently works at the University of Central Florida 
(Orlando) Department of Industrial Engineering and Management Sys-
tems. She is the Coordinator of Academic Support Services, Graduate 
Program. She is the Advisor of the University’s Filipino Student Asso-
ciation. She is also the Advisor for the Youth for Christ at the Univer-
sity. 
 
She is an active parishioner at St. Peter and St. Paul Parish, serving in 
the ministries of Religious Education program as a CCD teacher. She 

is also a lector in the Liturgy of the Word and a core leader in the Small Christian Community of 
the Holy Family Prayer Group of St. Isaac Jogues Parish of Orlando, FL. She is a frequent con-
tributor to the Alliance newsletter, The Trumpet. 

Focus on a Prayer Group 
 
           MARIANS OF THEOPHILUS 
                                  Columbus, OH 
 
The Marians of Theophilus of Columbus is an 
inter-parish prayer group that meets monthly at 
member homes. It is an extension of the Jesus 
and Mary Family Bible Study and Prayer 
Group, a charismatic prayer group that meets on 
Friday evenings at St. Peter’s Catholic Church 
located in the northwest region of the city.  
 

The monthly schedule offers an opportunity for worship and Bible study to those whose life situation 
makes it difficult to commit to a weekly session. The emphasis of the monthly meeting is on sharing in-
sights and experiences on lectionary readings of the prior Sunday and on fellowship and discipleship pro-
jects. The group has supported Bob Canton’s evangelistic and healing ministry in neighboring states 
through testimonials and music ministry and is sponsoring a visit by Bob Canton to Columbus in July this 
year.  
 
In the photo, seated from left to right are Nitz Macanan, Terri Albarracin (Alliance regional coordinator), 
Mila Aguila (hosting the gathering), Father Michael Watson (pastor of St. Andrew Church), Fred and Mil-
dred Gain (servant leaders) Edith Eugenio, and Lorna Valdez. Standing in the back, from left to right: 
Sonny Mendoza, Sal Eugenio, and Mae Mendoza. The Mendozas are the Distribution Managers for the 
Alliance newsletter, The Trumpet. Not in the picture are Alma Saddam, James Blubaugh (Alliance co-chair 
of Inter-Catholic Renewal Service Relations), Lita Rodriguez (servant leader), Orlando and Chris Antolin,  
and Al Albarracin (Alliance Board member). Other prayer groups are encouraged to send information and photo 
about themselves to share with The Trumpet readers. Email or mail material to nalbarra@columbus.rr.com (PO Box 
20147, Columbus, OH 43220) 
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Narciso S. Albarracin, Jr. 
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Grace Bernardo 
Jed Santa Maria 
Youth 
 
Bob Canton 
Alliance Affairs 
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Canadian Affairs 
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The Trumpet is published 
quarterly by the Alliance of 
Filipino Catholic Charismatic 
Prayer Communities. 
 
This publication is accessible 
on line at our website: 
 

www. afccpc.org 
 
Submit material for publica-
tion by email to this address: 
nalbarra@columbus.rr.com 

MID-ATLANTIC 
REGIONAL CONFERENCE 

April 23-25, 2004 
 

Baltimore Convention Center 
On-site registration begins 2:00 pm on Fri-

day, April 23, 2004 
 

Everyone welcome! 
Join us for this exciting, faith-filled 

weekend 
 

Speakers: Fr. Bill Halbing, Fr. Rene 
Mangahas, Fr. Leo Patalinghug, Bob 

Canton, Bob Valiante, Bo Sanchez, Dea-
con Dean Lopata 

 
Includes: Festival of Praise, youth minis-
try tracks, dynamic Eucharistic liturgies, 

powerful healing service, a variety of 
workshops 

 

“Stir into flame the gift of God.” 
(1 Tim 1:6) 

Call: 1-888-213-5263 
Advanced registration by April 1, 2004 

NEW APPOINTMENTS 
 
Rowena V. Yaptangco 
Jersey City, NJ 
Regional Coordinator 
East Atlantic Region 
 
Nadia James 
Juneau, AK 
Regional Coordinator 
Northwest Pacific Region 
 
Irni Tabasa 
Fairfield, CA 
Asst. Vice National Coor- 
dinator, Funding 
 
Sidney Edoria 
Antioch, CA 
Chair, Ministry on Music 
 
Deacon Ernest Abad 
Diocese of Newark 
Spiritual Adviser 
 
Deacon Rolando Nolasco 
Archdiocese of New York 
Spiritual Adviser 
 


